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Easter Sunday April 16
th

                         John 20:1-8 

 

It was dark! There are normal things to do when it is dark – 

sleeping, being inside, watching TV etc. In this passage Mary is 

going to a tomb – she is grieving and probably crying. Have you 

ever cried at night? mourned? It’s somehow easier – no one is 

watching, you are own your own – just you and your grief.  

 
This soon changes for Mary, with the discovery of the empty 

tomb she is no longer crying but running – I’ve spent a few days 

thinking about this and I can’t remember ever having run in the 

dark – I’m going to give it a go! It seems wrong - counter intui-

tive. You can’t run in the dark! But they do! Not just Mary but  

Peter who is then outrun by the other disciple!  

A race in the dark! WHY? 

They needed to see – when they saw they believed!  

May these lyrics from Hillsong be our Easter prayer. 

And I will run to You to Your words of truth, 

Not by might, not by power but by the spirit of God. 

Yes I will run the race till I see Your face, 

Oh let me live in the glory of Your grace. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         Revd Clare Challis   

St. John’s Church Churt and Rushmoor 
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Introduction  

As disciples of Jesus Christ, Lent can sometimes fill us with fear 

and apprehension. The image of Jesus being alone the wilder-

ness and the desert, sits heavy on our minds and hearts. 

However, more than any other time in the Christian Calendar, 

Lent becomes a ‘Holy’ place to journey through. For it is         

reflecting on Scripture passages, that we realise that we are not 

alone, we are journeying with other like minded disciples, and 

journeying with God. 

The theme for 2017 Lent Booklet is the ‘Home coming’; for it is 

the state of wandering and ambling that we find the true       

meaning of arriving at our destination we call ‘Home’. 

For in our ‘Homecoming’, we encounter a God who brings 

wholeness and completeness, it is where we find our Shalom, 

and once we recognise that , we are running towards our      

Creator God, who lifts us up, leaving behind the shadowlands of 

life. This year we have more churches contributing which has 

enriched this booklet, so I am very grateful for all the              

contributors, who each reflect the journey we are on, together.  

Lent 2017 Prayer 

God who is Love , 

in the times when we question, it is good to know you bless us,  

In the times when we falter, it is good to know you hold us,  

In the times when we feel fear, it is good to know you guide us , 

In the times when we weep, it is good to know you cradle us , 

And in our ‘Homecoming ‘,we find our true place in you. 

                                                                                 Ruth Dillon  
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Wednesday March 1
st

                         Isaiah 58: 1-12 
 
It’s that time of year again when we are encouraged to “give up 
something” for Lent.  
 
What will it be this year?  
 
Some may vow to give up chocolate or alcohol, some may     
abstain from all processed sugar or bread.  
This is very commendable as it may well take a lot of effort to 
give up for 40 days something that we like.  
 
But why are we doing it?  
Is to put ourselves in the shoes of our Lord who went out into 
the wilderness?  
Is to feel the humility that our Lord felt?  
Is it to make ourselves feel good?  
Who benefits from our 40 days of abstinence? 
 
Lent leads us, ultimately, to the cross where our Lord made the 
ultimate sacrifice for us. Our best response is, perhaps, to      
ensure that we give (rather than give up) during this period of 40 
days.  
If we save money by keeping away from chocolate or alcohol, 
let’s consider putting it to one side and adding it to our Church 
collection or sending it to charity. If we work to meet the needs 
of others, then our light will rise.  
 
The Lord will guide us and satisfy our needs.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Paula Littlewood 
Farnham United Reformed Church 
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Holy Saturday April 15
th

               Matthew 27:57-66 

 
Here is Matthew’s final comment on the life of Jesus.  His       
enemies did all they could to destroy Jesus and his works.  Their 
last act was to try to make the tomb His prison.  Their false hope 
is the symbol of humanity’s age-long folly.  Do they not still try to 
imprison Jesus in a tomb?   
 
Some try to lock Jesus in a prison of force; they persecute His 
followers; but, in the end, they fail because Jesus still lives.   
Some try to lock Jesus in a prison of materialism as they store 
up wealth but we cannot forget Him; the lilt of an old hymn 
brings Him back to mind and His words are so interwoven with 
our vocabulary that He always breaks into our lives.   
 
To sum up the Calvary story: humans did their worst but it was 
not enough to keep Jesus entombed.  Jesus is the incarnate 
God and it was never possible that death should hold Him and 
we have been promised by Him that we, too, will be with Him in 
the Kingdom of Heaven. 
 
Thanks be to God who gives us the victory  
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Whitton 
Elstead United Reformed Church 
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Good Friday April 14
th

                               Psalm 22  

Just before Jesus died on the cross he cried out, “My God, my 

God, why have you forsaken me?” This chilling question is the 

first line of Psalm 22 a song of both tremendous torment and 

devout hope. 

Despair and loneliness can come at any time.  

We believe that God is with us.  

We know of his love.  

Yet often, he seems absent.  

We pray, but no answers come.  

Darkness surrounds us.   

Has God abandoned us? 

David the Psalmist felt abandoned by God, who was nowhere 

to be found. We may have times when we know how David felt.  

And on the cross Jesus too discovered what it felt like to be 

abandoned. 

We might believe that we have been abandoned by God, but 

David did not respond this way.  Instead, he abandoned      

himself to God, just as Jesus did on the cross. Both prayed this 

prayer. Both knew what it was like to feel utterly forsaken, yet 

end at a place of faith. 

As his death approached, Jesus quoted another Psalm 31: 

“Into your hands I commend my spirit.”  

When we abandon ourselves to God,  

we too can find hope in God, and come home. 

 

 

 

Revd Deborah Scott-Bromley,  

                                                                      St Mark’s Bordon  
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Thursday March 2
nd       

                        Jonah 3.1-10. 

 
The Book of Jonah is a political pamphlet, to be distributed to 

the Jewish people as they came back to their own land after 70 

years in exile in Babylon. It is full of allusions which the people 

for whom it was written would understand but which are lost on 

us without help.  

Jonah is the Hebrew word for dove, a symbol of Israel, and the 

big fish which swallowed them is Babylon. 

Now they are set free, and the great question is, ‘set free for 

what?’ To look after themselves or to be a light to the nations. 

Clearly the writer thinks the latter, and so the good news of 

God’s love is preached to Nineveh, and to Israel’s horror, the 

people respond.  God accepts them with love. Echoes here of 

the Prodigal Son and the elder brother’s jealousy! 

You and I have responded to God’s love, so now what?  

Be insular, or go out to love the world.  

The writer says this second way, but how good are we at it? 

And do we welcome those who respond? 

Prayer:  

Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven are we.  

God help us to bring this joy to everyone else,  

even to those we find difficult. Amen           

 

 

 
                                                        Stephen M. Thornton 

Farnham United Reformed Church 
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Friday March 3
rd        

                                Jonah 4:1-11. 
 
Jonah (Israel) sulks, because those awful people of Nineveh 

have responded to God’s love, and are just as much loved as 

Jonah is. 

He sits in a hut feeling sorry for himself and the sun is hot. A 

bush grows over the hut bringing welcome shelter. Lovely! But 

then the bush dies, killed by a worm, and the heat again         

becomes oppressive. Jonah is angry over the death of the bush 

and his subsequent discomfort. Then God chastises Jonah for 

being cross at the demise of the bush that he did nothing to 

grow – should not God also have concern and love for all      

people, since God makes them? 

Many of us enjoy gardening, and growing things. We are sorry 

when they die from disease or pests. Should not God care for all 

the people whom God makes? 

And then the green bit at the end – ‘and also many animals!’ 

Prayer:  

God of all, give us, we pray,  

a burning love for all people, and all creation,  

for we know that you love all that you have made. Amen 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stephen M. Thornton 

Farnham United Reformed Church 
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Thursday  April 13th    Exodus 12:1-4(5-10), 11-14 

 

‘Maundy’ come from the Latin ‘mandatum’ and refers to Jesus’ 

command to his disciples, after he has washed their feet, to 

serve one another likewise.   

This mandate was given in the context of the Passover meal, 

which was itself celebrated in obedience to the earlier mandate 

given by God through Moses to commemorate each year the 

night on which God freed the Chosen People from slavery in 

Egypt.   

 
That night was the beginning of their long and arduous journey 

back to the home that God had first promised to Abraham and 

his descendants.  On many occasions, both during that journey 

and after their arrival in the Promised Land, they would turn 

away from the God who had freed them and brought them 

home.  However, on this night, they would gather to remember 

what God had done for them and to recommit themselves to his 

service. 

 
Lord Jesus,  

give us the grace and strength we need  

to respond generously each day to your command:  

“If I have washed your feet,  

you ought to wash one another’s feet.” 

 
 
 
 
 

Father Fergal McGuinness 

Catholic Parish of Haslemere, Hindhead and Chiddingfold 



46 

 Wednesday April 12
th

                          John 13:21-32 

‘And it was night’. 

I have always been intrigued by these words. John writes them 

not just to tell us that it is night, but because this darkness is 

symbolic of what is now taking place. Jesus has become      

troubled in spirit and has told his disciples that one of them is to 

betray him. Very soon will come the kiss, which will eventually 

lead to the cross. The darkness is moving in. Eventually, it will 

come over all the land as Jesus is crucified. 

We have the great privilege of knowing the end of the story, that 

this darkness does not last for ever, and that Easter Day brings 

resurrection. But let us not rush through the darkness. Whilst 

we know that there is joy to come, let us allow ourselves to    

experience the darkness and to reflect on the facts and the   

feelings of the time when the light was fading and eventually 

seemed to be absent. Let us also be careful about denying the 

reality of the darkness and encouraging others to move too 

quickly into the light.    

When we go through dark times or our world can seem to be 

without much light let us also be reassured that our Lord not  

only identifies with us, but is with us. Even if it is night.  

Dear Lord,  

Thank you that you have experienced the deepest darkness.  

Help me to know what this means for myself and for others.  

Amen. 

 

 

Richard Bodle 

 St. Alban’s 
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Saturday March 4
th

                          Matthew 18:1-7   

We live in a very competitive society, whether it is competitive 

sport or business or even size and quality of churches.  We are 

also beset by making comparisons.   

Is Ronaldo better than Messi?   

Will Trump be a better president than Obama?   

 
C S Lewis once said that pride is essentially competitive and 

pride, he saw, as our original sin.  He may or may not be right.  

Jesus disciples were playing the competitive or even compara-

tive game.  “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”  

They may have been arguing about their own heroes, or may-

be the competition was between themselves.  However, Jesus 

cuts short their game.  Humility, he says, is the hallmark of true 

Christian discipleship.  But even then there is the danger of  

trying to be more humble than another disciple. It seems many, 

if not all of us, are prone to playing this game.   

Matthew seems to draw together a number of Jesus' disparate 

saying about children.  First, about the humility of children, 

though not all children are humble.  Then he suggests that in 

welcoming a child (i.e. someone without status) we welcome 

him.  And finally children, in the sense of people new to the 

faith, are to be encouraged rather than daunted in their         

progress by those of us who are more experienced.  A lot of 

teaching packed into a few verses.  Does any of it challenge 

our discipleship?   

Prayer: May the humility of Christ shape our own journey of 

faith.  Amen                                                                    

                                                                            Howard Sharp   

Farnham United  Reformed Church  
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Sunday March 5
th

                              Romans 5:12-19 
 
I don’t believe this reading is inviting us to consider if we have 

some kind of ‘sin gene’, but rather to recognise Adam as the 

parent of us all, and that ‘in Adam we all die’ like him.   

For Paul, Adam was a ‘type’, that is a model of who we are, and 

a model of the one who was to come and share our human    

nature, Jesus Christ.  Paul then compares the effects of Adam’s 

‘fall’ with the effects of Christ ‘raising us up’. 

 

In this passage, the work of Christ is called ‘a righteous act’, and 

described as ‘obedience’.  The ‘free gift’ of Christ spans his life 

from Bethlehem to Calvary, which is why we sometimes talk 

about the ‘active obedience’ of his life and the ‘passive           

obedience’ of his death.  In life and death, Jesus is the one who 

came to do God’s will. 

Paul uses the word ‘rule’ or ‘dominion’ for whatever is in charge 

of your life.   

Without Christ, you are a slave to sin and death.   

With Christ, you not only share in his resurrection, but start to 

experience this power over sin in this life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michael Hopkins 

                                            Farnham United Reformed Church  
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Tuesday April 11
th

                               John 12:20-36 

 
The Greeks who came looking for Jesus were not seeking     
agricultural advice.  They were there for the Passover.  They 
probably approached Philip because he had a Greek name but 
Philip seems unable to take them to Jesus by himself. 
 
How often do we need the courage and moral support of a  
companion when we’re talking about Jesus with those who ask 
us? 
Jesus slides seamlessly from one topic to another, “unless a 
grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies it remains only a   
single seed.  But if it dies, it produces many seeds.” 
 
John has been exploring aspects of the topic of death for some 
time as his narrative builds up to this point.  Coming to eternal 
life, real life, life in all its fullness, life as a citizen of the Kingdom 
of God involves a death.  John has been leading us to focus on 
Jesus’ death and resurrection.  Jesus’ death and his               
resurrection life produce in us the eternal life of the Kingdom.   
 
We follow him and we can live his life because he died and 
rose.   
Death is not the end, not final, not all there is. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

David Muskett 
Haslemere Methodist Church 
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Monday April 10th                              Isaiah 42:1-9 

These words from Isaiah would have been so familiar to Jesus, 

he may have heard them recited a young boy in the synagogue 

in Nazareth, and probably quoted the verses to people who 

needed strength during his ministry.  

Echos of God who formed and created the world (v5), and 

echos of Jesus’ purpose and mission to God’s people (v7) 

would have resonated with Him. However, the affirmation that is 

it God who is ruler of all that is, especially entering a city that 

rewarded wealth, status and skulduggery, must have reassured 

Jesus, as days and nights came and went and the cross     

looming ahead.  

   Imagine for a moment you are Jesus, and have entered      

Jerusalem. Familiar faces and strangers greet you for each 

have heard a whisper you were arriving in the city. Their smiles 

hide what is to come, rejection and venomous words. And   

within you there is unease, a restlessness and a nervousness 

about what lies ahead. It is you now who needs strength as you 

walk the streets and alleyways of the city. 
 

And alongside these previous verses, a proclamation!!(v 9). 

We can get a bit uneasy when people start proclaiming ‘new 

things are coming’, for it means change, and change is      

something that people avoid with a passion. The biggest 

change ever was coming, and Jesus knew it.  

Are we ready for change? 

Are we ready to step into the arena of mission and be the 

change God would want us to be?    
 

Lord,  

You gave your life for me, so I now give my life to you; 

enable me always to do your will, not mine. Amen     Ruth Dillon  

Beacon Hill United Reformed Church   
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Monday March 6
th

                                      Psalm 32 

 
Those whose sins are forgiven are blessed and the way to that 
forgiveness is honest acknowledgement of transgression. 
So writes the Psalmist, based on his own experience. 
 
It is not always right to argue from the particular to the general 
but this Psalmist expresses the desire that others have the 
same experience. 
So, do you know that freedom and relief that comes with 
knowledge of sins forgiveness? 
Do you want others to know the same experience? 
It seems God gets a word of assurance into the poetry: “I will 
instruct you ...”; “I will counsel you ...”. 
 
No doubt you can think of particular circumstances where the 
wicked seem not to have many woes when compared with 
those who trust in the Lord. 
 
But the Psalm ends with a resounding affirmation and call to 
worship and praise.  We know ourselves forgiven when we 
come in humility and confession; we know that the Lord will  
instruct, teach and guide us; so we know ourselves blessed 
and offer worship in songs of rejoicing: 
 
Rejoice in the Lord and be glad, you righteous; 
Sing, all you who are upright in heart! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

David Muskett 
Haslemere Methodist Church 
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Tuesday March 7
th

                              Genesis 4:1-16 

 
The Bible’s first murder is not about whether God prefers meat 
or vegetables but the spirit in which offerings are made.   
 
Abel brought ‘fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock’.  
The Law of Moses requires offerings to be the best and the first 
of all produce. 
Cain is that he offered ‘some of the fruits of the soil’. 
 
Cain took out his anger and disappointment on his brother.  He 
saw him as a rival for God’s approval but there was no need - 
God has enough favour for everyone if they ‘do what is right’. 
 
The contrast is between the farmer’s settled lifestyle in God’s 
presence and the result of Cain’s sin.  His punishment was to be 
uprooted to take on a nomadic, wandering existence. 
 
We are called to a state where we are at peace with God and 
come to rest in God’s presence.  The story is there so that we 
identify the same restless results of our own tendency not to live 
lives of grace and generosity which honour God before          
ourselves.   
 
 “Our hearts are restless ‘til they find their rest in you                                                         
(St Augustine) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
David Muskett 

Haslemere Methodist Church 
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Palm Sunday April 9
th

                     Matthew 21:1-11 

Today we begin the march, as Jesus did, towards both the 

searing pain of the crucifixion, and the glory of the resurrection.  

Today is the entrance of Christ, the King of Kings, into           

Jerusalem.  On a donkey, according to the Hebrew Scriptures, 

and befitting a King of humility.  Jesus is surrounded by joy, but 

he, and we, know that he is heading for the cross.  And the 

ones bearing the palms, cheering him, are the ones who, a 

week later, will shout for him to be crucified.  We bear the 

palms, and we shout “crucify him!” 

Jesus, sitting on this donkey, surrounded by joy, and what must 

have been the sadness and even distress in his heart, as he 

rode up to that city, that city he loved among all cities, and 

where he would spend his last week, even his disciples around 

him, overjoyed and oblivious. 

Indeed, all of us crucified our Lord and God.  We are the       

Jerusalemites, who cheer Him one day, and crucify him the 

next.   

Palm Sunday, though, is the first step on the path to freedom, 

the path of Holy Week. 

 

Now what is left is to meditate, contemplate,  

and turn our hearts around. 

 

 

 

Michael Hopkins 

Elstead and Farnham United Reformed Churches 
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Saturday April 8
th

                                Mark 10:32-34  

Things are going to hell in a handcart.  

All I hear from friends, colleagues and social media is how 

doomed we are. There’s no escape and everyone’s terrified: the 

crowds; the disciples; and us.  

In this passage when Jesus explains what’s going on to the  

disciples, He doesn’t make it better. At the very moment they’d 

like reassurance and even a miracle, Jesus confirms their worst 

fears.  

But there’s a difference between Jesus’ truth and pessimistic 

world opinion, which is all to do with listening to the whole story. 

After torture and death, Jesus promises the resurrection       

miracle. This promise comes at the end of His explanation, so 

first we must understand the bad news before we hear God’s 

plan to turn it to good. Maybe we even have to live through the 

bad things in our own lives in order, with God’s help, to turn 

them to good. 

So, yes, perhaps the world seems to be going to hell in a     

handcart, but if we open our hearts to the fullness of God’s  

spirit, we can be part of His mission to ease that chariot in a 

more heavenward direction.  

Something to rejoice over, indeed. 

 

 

 

 

Anne Brooke 

Elstead United Reformed Church 
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Wednesday March 8
th

             Exodus 34:1-9,27-28 

 
The Covenant between God and the people of Israel led by   
Moses is based on the nature of God as “compassionate and 
gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness ...”. 
There are echoes of Cain (7

th
 March).   

The people are to put the Lord before any other object of their 
worship (v15-16); they are to offer the firstborn of their flocks 
and herds (v19-20); they are to bring the best of the first fruits of 
the soil (v23). 
 
In that way there will be no deceit in their spirit; they will know 
the compassion and forgiveness of God and be welcomed into 
his presence. 
If they put themselves and their desires first they will put up    
barriers in the way of their relationships with God and with one 
another.   
This will become known as ‘sin’ and God promises that the guilty 
will not go unpunished.   
 
Like Cain, the people who rebelled by putting their own opinions 
and reputation before their faith and trust in God would be    
condemned to a life of wandering in the wilderness before they 
were able to settle in the land the Lord promised. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

David Muskett 
Haslemere Methodist Church 
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Thursday March 9
th

                       2 Timothy 1:3 – 7 

 
Who Do You Think You Are? 
 
Have you enjoyed watching the latest series of Who Do You 
Think You Are?   
Whether or not I actually know who the ‘celebrities’ are, I find it 
fascinating to see how the programme’s researchers have      
invariably found some aspect of the person’s history which     
resonates with their own life.   
 
In today’s passage we see that Timothy certainly knew who he 
was – he was a third generation Christian believer.  Paul, too, 
had a clear sense of his faith ancestry:  “I thank God, whom I 
serve, as my forefathers did, with a clear conscience”.   
But how interesting that Paul knew about the “sincere faith” of 
Timothy’s grandmother Lois and Mother Eunice – from the     
outset women played a key and prominent part in the life of the 
early Church.   
 
Did you have a parent or grandparent whose strong faith was 
instrumental in the development of your own?  How have you 
tried to share your own faith with the next generation, whether 
children, grandchildren, godchildren or others?   
 
Perhaps today you might consider your own faith journey and 
how through ‘fanning the flame’ you might pray for and inspire 
the next generation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marian Muskett 
Haslemere Methodist Church 
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Friday April 7
th

                                  Psalm 31:9-16 

 
Psalms is the hymn book of the Jewish Temple: a rich and     
diverse collection not only bringing spiritual nourishment to the 
Jews but to many generations of Christians.   
As a minister, I know many Christians have their favourites.    
Often a family will select a favourite to be read at a funeral.   
The psalms bring comfort, reassurance and hope in times of  
adversity. 
 
In the singing of the psalms believers can give vent to the trials 
and frustrations in their own lives.  Psalm 31 allows readers to 
express anguish and despair.  However, in verse 14 confidence 
can be expressed in God’s faithfulness and commitment.   
Readers connect with the Jewish experience of trust and faith in 
God even in the darkest times.  Believers then know they are in 
God’s hands and are safe, no matter how dire the outer          
circumstances.  Believers may rest confident in salvation        
because they have experienced the steadfast love of God.   
 
The word translated ’steadfast love’ is one of the most         
prominent in the Jewish faith.  ‘Steadfast love’ affirms God’s 
eternal compassion and constancy.  
 
We, like those worshippers in the temple, know that He will  
never fail us.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Whitton 
                                              Elstead United Reformed Church  
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Thursday April 6
th

                          Philippians 1:1-11 

God’s no quitter and Paul of all people knows this.  

God isn’t the kind of person who takes up a cause – any cause 

– and drops it as soon as the going gets tough.  

God’s better than that. And holier and stronger and kinder and 

more generous and loving than we can ever really understand 

or imagine. Read Verse 6 of this passage.  

Take a moment to let that sink in. Then read it again. 

 

More than this, God’s got a plan. For you and for me and for 

everyone who opens themselves up to Him, even just a tiny bit. 

Tiny enough to slip a whisper of hope through and maybe even 

tinier than that. His plan for you will always work out, no matter 

what you’re going through or how little hope you can see or    

believe in right now. Your life and your future are held securely 

and forever in God’s hands and He’s going to make sure that 

together the two of you are going to win.  

He’s staked His life on it. You can trust Him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anne Brooke 

                                             Elstead United Reformed Church  
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Friday March 10
th

                                       Psalm 121 

 
Where is help likely to come from? 
We look in many directions for help depending on the nature of 
our need. 
We may look to the hills if we need to some time on our own 
with exercise and the elements.   
We may look to various statutory or voluntary groups if we need 
practical or emotional help and support. 
 
The Psalmist, writing songs for those on pilgrimage to            
Jerusalem, knew that real help comes from the Lord.  It seems 
that there was danger in the form of exposure to the sun and 
walking on slippery or uneven ground.  The moon could not 
harm in the same way.  Is the reference to the ‘moon by night’ a 
reference to superstitions connected with the ways of darkness 
and evil?  Or perhaps just a reference to the threats to safety 
that might come to those in the open at night? 
 
Either way this is a song of reassurance that help comes from 
the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth.  The Lord will keep 
you from all harm and watch over you now and for evermore. 
 
Where does your help come from? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

David Muskett 
Haslemere Methodist Church 
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Saturday March 11
th

                         Luke 7: 1-10 

A Roman doing something for the Jews?  And vice versa?   
In the days of Roman subjugation, this was unusual indeed, but 
when the Centurion with a dying servant asked the Jewish     
leaders in Capernaum to go to Jesus, they went willingly not 
least because this Roman officer had built their synagogue!    
Intrigued, Jesus agreed, but then there was another surprise, 
the Centurion sent a message declaring that all Jesus had to do 
was ‘say the word and my servant will be healed’!   
 
The reports of this story differ slightly in Luke and Matthew    
(8:5-13), but it is clear in both that this man of considerable 
standing in the Roman regime had himself recognised authority 
and power in another - Jesus.  The Centurion believed with his 
heart and soul that a word from Jesus was all that was           
necessary to heal his servant.  Jesus spoke to the crowds of his 
astonishment at the depth of the Centurion’s faith - faith through 
which the dying servant was healed. 
 
What happened to the Centurion, and to his servant?  We do not 
know, but we can hope that at his final homecoming, Jesus will 
have welcomed this remarkable Roman soldier into his kingdom 
with those wonderful words ‘Well done good and faithful        
servant…  Come and share my happiness.’   
 
Heavenly Father,  
thank you for the great faith shown by the Roman Centurion –  
with the help of your Holy Spirit,  
please strengthen our own faith dear Lord.  Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rosanna Cole 

                                                 St John's Churt and Rushmoor  
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Wednesday April 5
th

                      Matthew 22:23-33 

With this passage we are in the realm of metaphor, rather than 

description.  The Sadducees do not belief in resurrection, and 

they want to know where Jesus stand on this.  Jesus insists that 

their argument is absurd, for two reasons.  First, resurrection  

belongs to a new creation in which patriarchal marriage (with the 

wife as the husband’s property) has no place, so their example 

is inappropriate.  Second, Jesus claims that resurrection is    

consistent with Moses, on the basis of an interpretation of      

Exodus 3:6 that was presumably acceptable to contemporary 

rabbis.  If hope is built on God as ‘the God of the living’, then   

the dead live.  

 

Throughout these discussions Jesus uses metaphorical, rather 

than descriptive, language, as did Daniel, who compared        

resurrection to waking from sleep in the dust of death (Daniel 

12:2).  Those who share in the resurrection of the dead are ‘like 

angels’, says Jesus.  In Jewish and Christian Scriptures, hope 

for the world to come is expressed in a variety of ways, whose 

sole foundation is the faithfulness of God.  We cannot know how 

or in what form the dead live, only that they do.   

Beware, says Jesus, of turning the future into something literal, 

whether you hope for it or deny it. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Michael Hopkins 

                                              Elstead United Reformed Church  



38 

Tuesday April 4
th

                             2 Kings 4: 18-37  

Regretfully, none of us are exempt from the challenges that life 

throws at us. Challenges are, and will always remain, part of our 

lives. 

In today's moving Old Testament passage, we encounter the 

Shunammite mother who experienced perhaps the worst      

challenge of all - the death of her son. In an act that suggested 

she had faith that he would be able to restore the child to life, 

she placed his body on the Prophet Elisha's bed and went   

quickly to search for him. Through Elisha, God was able to show 

that her faith was not misplaced.  

This passage demonstrates, once again, God's power over life 

and death. It reminds us of the compassion and permanency of 

God's love and mercy for us all, reassuring us that we don't 

have to face anything alone, including death. 

Prayer:  

Father, we come to your presence  

aware of our human frailty  

and overwhelmed by the power of your love.  

We thank you that there is no human experience  

we walk through where your love cannot reach us.  

Teach us to love you more.  

Help us to rest in that love that asks nothing more  

than the simple trusting heart of a child. Amen.    

    

 

 

Peter Jones  

St Albans Church, Hindhead 
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Sunday March 12
th

                                    John 3:1-17 

Lord, 

Who gave us the greatest gift possible help us to listen and to 

believe as you would will. So that in believing we find eternal life 

through you and for our short time on earth to act as you would 

wish. 

 

The world is troubled Lord - we need your help to bring others to 

a Christian life to lead them to your final great gift.  

To provide people with a real and permanent hope  

to sustain them through life’s trials.  

Most of us are lucky here Lord – unlike so many people in the 

world. They need your hope and the hope provided from you by 

organisations such as Tear Fund, CMS and Christian Aid. 

 

Meanwhile Lord,  

Let your wind blow us the right way  

to act with good conscience  

to share the Christian word in our day to day lives,  

by preaching and practical example  

so that others might believe and find eternal life.  

 

Amen 

 

 

 

Julia Deacon 

                                                 St John's Churt and Rushmoor  
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Monday March 13
th

                            Numbers 21:4-9 

How frequently in our lives, for most if not all of us have we    
reacted at some time against God about our circumstances, 
life's problems and daily challenges and frequent uphill struggle.  
No doubt often reflecting common problems of relationships, 
family, health or financial issues etc.  Bringing all these       
problems to the Lord in prayer and placing them before Him is 
right but rebelling through complaint and our own attempt to  
resolve, in effect ignoring Him and having other gods before 
Him, is a sin. 
 
In this reading the Israelites, despite God's grace and provision 
for them in the wilderness, were rebelling and were complaining 
and for this sin were punished as a judgement with death from 
serpents.  For this rebellion against God and His goodness in 
His provision for them they possibly did not deserve to live. 
 
God graciously provides the way of salvation for us.  As Moses 
lifted up the snake in the wilderness He sent his own Son to be 
similarly lifted up on the cross so that whoever believes in Him 
shall have eternal life.  Upon confession of our sins the cross is 
God's remedy.  Look to Him in faith and He will save you. 
 
A prayer for God's help as we examine our consciences 
 
Search me O God and know my heart, try me and know my 
thoughts.  Look well if there are any wrongful ways in me and 
lead me in your way everlasting.  Amen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Brain  

St John's Churt and Rushmoor  
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Monday April 3
rd

                                      Acts 20:7-12 

         

First, the faithfulness of those early Christians and their hunger 

for learning. Why else would they crowd into an upstairs room 

for hours on end listening to Paul? Obviously it was special    

because they did not know if and when they might see him 

again. Whether they embraced Christ alone, or were also       

observing some Jewish traditions, they shared the same hunger 

for the Good News. 

Second, the healing power God gives to his people through the 

grace of Jesus. As Christians we are called to be healers in a 

broken world. To pray for it and to be it in our life. We may never 

channel God’s power in the same dramatic way Paul did that 

night, but we can and must be healers and pray for healing in 

our world. 

Finally, even back then, young people fell asleep during         

sermons! The challenge to ignite and fan the flame of faith in the 

young remains a duty of every Christian.  

Prayer: 

Heavenly Father,  

we open ourselves up to you  

to be a channel for your will in our lives,  

through the grace of Jesus Christ our Saviour,  

Amen 

 

 

 

St Albans  
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Sunday April 2
nd

                             Ezekiel 37: 1-14  

‘Dem Bones, dem bones, dem dry bones”…….. 

Since being asked to meditate on the passage from Ezekiel, this 

spiritual song has rung in my head and I’ve pictured the          

animated television film accompanying it in my youth! 

The American spiritual recalled an event occurring while the   

Israelites, aware that Jerusalem had been destroyed, were     

exiled in Babylonia.  Enslaved Africans would have empathised 

with them and we naturally think of all in our own time who are 

struggling to live, estranged from their homeland, communities 

and families, feeling desolate and disconnected. 

The song’s refrain ends “Now hear the Word of the Lord”, as 

Ezekiel was charged by God to reassure the Israelites that He 

would ‘reconnect’ their nation.  However it does not mention the 

crucial work of the Holy Spirit, breathing life into the                

reassembled bodies.  

Can we, like Ezekiel, become catalysts for God’s work within our 

families, local and work communities?  

Our nation?  

Our churches?  

Can we bring them His Word, embodied in Jesus Christ, and  

enable His Spirit to breathe new life into seemingly hopeless  

situations? 

Loving Father of all,  

use me as you will  

to enable your Holy Spirit to breathe new life  

into this troubled world.  Amen. 

Jennifer Charters  

                                                                                    St.Alban’s  
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Tuesday March 14
th

                                   Psalm 128 

Oh, that those many who have so much be it wealth,              
possessions or both yet are not happy with their lot in life, which 
so   often has implications for their immediate family, would read 
Psalm 128. 
 
The prosperity of our family depends upon the blessings of God.  
In this Psalm we are taught that the only way to obtain that 
blessing is to live in the 'fear', reverence of the Lord, to walk in 
His ways and in obedience to Him.  Where reverence of the 
Lord is a commanding principle in the heart, whilst the Lord does 
not promise a life of ease or freedom from care or worry or pain, 
following Him provides work and fulfilment for the alternative of 
an idle, indulgent life is miserable – verse 2 - 'You will eat the 
fruit of your labour, blessings and prosperity will be yours '. 
 
Abundant and productive benefits flow for the family ( v3) 
 ' Your wife will be like a fruitful vine, your sons like olive shoots’. 
 
'Fear', reverence of the Lord stems from knowing Him and from 
understanding his greatness and power.  From this comes     
obedience.  To be blessed and to ask for His blessings is the 
response for those who revere the Lord and do His will. 
 
We are possibly too often forgetful in thanking God enough that 
he has truly blessed us and our families. 
 
A prayer of thanks for our daily blessings. 
 
O Lord, you have given so much to me;  
give me one thing more; a grateful heart.  Amen 
 
 

 
John Brain 

St John's Churt and Rushmoor 
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Wednesday March 15
th

                John 7:53 – 8; 1-11 

The woman caught in the act of adultery. 
 
In Jesus day the Law demanded that couples who had         
committed adultery should face death by stoning (Leviticus 
10:20). In this case only the woman was cited so where was  
her partner since they were both caught in the act? 
 
Jesus was always very clear about marriage being sacred. 
Adultery was and still is listed in the 10 commandments as a 
“thou shalt not.....”. Anyone who committed such a sin and 
failed to repent would find their souls in deep trouble at death. 
 
However, Jesus knew only too well of human weaknesses 
which is why he went to the cross for us. He demonstrated he 
was the sacrificial lamb paying the penalty. In our sinfulness on 
Good Friday he experienced the horrors of hell before being 
raised by God on Easter Day. 
 
He indicated that we are not to judge others by the challenge 
“if any one of you is without sin let him throw the first stone”. 
No one could rise to it and the woman was mercifully freed from 
a dreadfully cruel penalty. 
 
On Good Friday Jesus took all the sins, past present and future 
of those who confess Him as their Saviour upon himself. 
 
Lord, 
thank you that you continue to suffer human sinfulness  
for those who confess it and turn to you in genuine humility. 
Help us not to cheat on our spouses  
and to honour them with our bodies and our minds  
in accordance with your holy will. 
 

 
Richard Gibb  

St John’s Churt and Rushmoor 
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Saturday April 1
st

                               Luke 24: 44-53 

      

I wonder how you would react to Jesus telling you that           
everything about him written in the scriptures would be fulfilled? 
I think I would be more than shocked! 
 
We then read that Jesus opened the minds of the disciples, so 
that they could understand scripture. He tells them to stay in the 
city until they have been clothed with power from on high, after 
which Jesus leaves them. Wow, I am not sure how I would have 
reacted to these revelations! 
 
I know I need the Holy Spirit to open my eyes when grappling 
with complex scripture. Wouldn’t it be wonderful to be clothed 
with power from on ‘high’. What reassures me is that this is   
happening to a bunch of ordinary people - fishermen, a tax     
collector etc.; a group of fallible men who had let Jesus down 
and disappointed him. Yet, they had been chosen for this      
special role and were being prepared for this mission. There is 
hope for me still! 
 
Could we have taken all of that in and then praised God? It is 
wonderful that we don’t have to undertake God’s work alone - 
he equips us with the strength of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Prayer:  
Lord, please open my mind  
so I can understand you more  
and fill me with your Holy Spirit  
so I may serve you better. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Duncan Willows  
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Friday March 31
st

                                   Psalm 130 

      
Psalm 120 – 134 are known as ascent Psalms. It is likely that 

they were sung by pilgrims travelling from their homes in Africa 

as they journeyed towards Jerusalem for festivities. Psalm 130 

has been explored and re-represented by many musician and 

artists as Die profundus parts of their Requiems. Rutter’s never 

ceases to snap my synapse into physical response. And, at  

moments when I am crying to the Lord. Not whispering, not 

chatting, not asking, not conversing, not interceding, not maybe 

even formally praying; but when I am crying to the Lord because 

I am in the depths.  

 
Life has got too much, I have done very badly, horrid things 

keep happening, my mind won’t let me see any light, colour and 

taste and touch and breathe itself have nothing. When I cry to 

my Lord – he listens. He watches with me. The Lord keeps 

watch with me and I am never alone, despite what I may have 

done and no matter how dreadful it is. Because my Lord will  

always love me, because my Lord will always forgive me,       

because my Lord will watch with me I love him, I try to serve him 

(and most often fail), I am in awe of him – but never scared, 

never alone. I am in awe of an ever loving, ever patient, ever 

powerful God. I sometimes have to wait for him, I suspect I will 

wait more and more as I get older as he teaches me patience, 

and maybe something close to calm. So, I can join the pilgrims 

on their journey towards their temple. I can sometimes be used 

as the watchman. I can sit and watch a sick child’s ‘medical’ 

monitor and know God’s will shall be done. I may not under-

stand that will. I may get extremely angered when his will makes 

no sense to me. I may cry – but to the Lord, and I am forgiven, 

and I am not alone, I can hope, and I am loved.    Martha Brodie  

St Albans Church 
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Thursday March 16
th

                     Exodus :16:1-8 

 
The Manna and the Quails  
From the Jerusalem Bible  
 
Our life journey is often challenging and at times, bleak and 
seemingly, barren, devoid of sustenance of any kind.  Yet, as 
the reading states, Yahweh/God promised that there would be 
meat and bread in abundance.   We, like the Israelites escaping 
from Egypt, have a choice - trust and believe or complain and 
blame others, our leaders or even, God.  The Israelites were 
told that on the 6th day, there would be more bread than ever 
before.  Can we wait and hope and trust? Or do we complain 
when our journey, seeming like the desert, is unsatisfying and  
it seems that we are unable to come home to our true calling, 
which is to trust God, knowing His Word is our food?  
 
Lord, I pray that I may I hold fast to your promise,  
given to Moses and Aaron,  
that You will feed me  
with all that is good and nourishing  
and that through the desert times in my life,  
I will come home, sustained and strengthened, 
in faith and trust,   
in your generosity and care.  Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Win Browne 

St Anselm’s Roman Catholic Church, Hindhead 
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Friday March 17
th

      Exodus 16:9-21 

Father God,    

thank you for my life,  

for your love, for your many gifts.  

For the beauty of Creation for the peace of The Holy Spirit.   

Forgive my lack of gratitude.  Amen 

 

Gerard Hughes said:  when God Looks into my face in          

judgement  He will ask:  Did you enjoy  my creation?  

Pied  Beauty  by  Gerald Manley Hopkins 

Glory be to god for dappled things- 

For skies of couple –colour as brindled cow; 

For rose-moles all in stipple upon trout that swim; 

Fresh fire-coal chestnut-falls; finches’ wings; 

Landscape plotted and pieced-fold, fallow, and plough; 

And all trades, their gear and tackle and trim. 

 
All things counter, original, spare, strange; 

Whatever is fickle, freckled (who knows how?) 

With swift, slow; sweet, sour; a dazzle, dim; 

He fathers- forth whose  beauty is past change; 

Praise Him.  

 
Psalm 95 

O come, let us worship and bow down. 

Let us kneel before the Lord 

Our Maker! 

 
 

Faith Reynolds.  

St. Teresa’s RC Church, Chiddingfold 
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Thursday March 30
th

             Ezekiel 1:1-3; 2:8-3:3 

Lord, you have brought us here in exile to live by the Rivers of 

Babylon, because our iniquities have driven you to these 

lengths.  You have allowed our enemies to triumph over us and 

now we must endure your chastisement of our nation. 

 

Lord, you have opened up the sky and given me a glimpse of 

the Almighty’s throne.  I’ve heard your call and am aware of your 

awesome presence, and of your warnings to abstain from a    

rebellious heart.   

 

Lord, I’ve seen your outstretched hand with the scroll which has 

revealed to me the lamentable words of grief and woe.   I realise 

that to do all that you have required of me, your words need to 

resonate in my heart and sink deeply into my spirit.   

 

This way, I will savour your goodness and wisdom, which will 

equip me for the awesome task you’ve set before me of taking 

your warning to a stubborn and defiant people.   

 

Lord, I feel your call to be a watchman over your exiled people 

here in Babylon. I stand in the gap and intercede for mercy for 

us.  Amen. 

 
 
 
 

Mel Goldhawk-Smith,  

St Mark’s, Bordon 
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Wednesday March 29
th

                    Matthew 9:27-34 

When we have been away how pleased are we to return home, 

to familiar surroundings and our own bed.  Here we see Jesus 

returning 'home' - or at least a place where he could rest after a 

busy time, yet he was being hassled by the two blind men.   

 

Their discipleship was evident in their appeal to Jesus - are we 

so ardent in our adherence to Jesus in our daily lives?  After he 

had restored their sight to them they were overjoyed and told 

everyone even though Jesus had charged them not to for his 

own safety.   

Did those who showed their faith in bringing the demoniac to 

Him shortly after, come from these two men's obvious            

enthusiasm or from their own personal faith in what Jesus could 

do for their friend?   

Despite His dangerous position that these acts put Him in with 

the authorities Jesus restored the sight of the two men, and   

restored his mind to the demoniac.   

Where would we stand if faced by such opposition?   

 

Would we, like Simon Peter, deny Him or would we stand up to 

be counted and ultimately receive our homecoming and         

restoration after a faithful discipleship.       

 
 
 
 
 

 Mavis Pritchard,  

St Mark’s Bordon 
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Saturday March 18
th

        John 4:1-6.  

John's Baptism in the Jordan was only the beginning. 

We must be born again through God's Spirit! 

So leave baptising to John, leave the Pharisees  

and Judaea for now, 

Take the quick way back to Galilee - through Samaria! 

 

Samaritans are a mixed race of people now,  

their beliefs are corrupt, 

But they also can do God's will and be saved.  

And Samaria was where God's own people lived,  

fought and struggled in ancient times - 

Look, there is the very well which Jacob gave to Joseph! 

 
I must sit and rest. 

The spring is far below me and I cannot reach the water; 

Without water all life will die - 

But what is life without God? 

 

God's Spirit is Life itself, 

Like living water from a spring, it renews and refreshes; 

A spring which never dries up, 

A spring which can well up inside the one who believes, 

And, dear God my Father, You have made me the conduit ... 

Now a woman is coming.  

 
Dear Lord,  

we long for the Life only you can give us.   

May we forever worship you in spirit and truth. Amen. 

Kathy Le Fanu 

St Anselm’s Roman Catholic Church, Hindhead  
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Sunday March 19
th

    Romans 5: 1-11 

“Peace & Joy” is the heading in my bible to these verses.   

 
A reading of them offers us so much encouragement.  In this 

letter St. Paul succinctly gives his reasoning as to why these 

blessings are available to us.    

If we accept that Jesus Christ died for us the ungodly, then the 

step to possessing the faith to know that God loves us is small.  

We are justified by faith.   As a result of our relationship with 

God we can live in joy and peace knowing that God is beside 

us as we face the ups and downs of our earthly life.   

We draw strength from our earthly trials and this leads us, 

through the gift of the Holy Spirit, to grow in faith.  

 
The agony that Jesus suffered goes far beyond what most of 

us will experience.  We must let hope reign eternal and in so 

doing thank God that peace and joy is ours in this life and the 

next. 

Lord, we pray that through this season of Lent we can find the 

time to reflect on the enormity on what you have done for us.   

 
May our response be to look for opportunities to serve others 

and to pass on that special peace, joy and hope.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Simon Fraser,  

St. Anselm’s Roman Catholic Church, Hindhead.  
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Tuesday March 28
th

                                   Psalm 146 

Wild men who caught and sang the sun in flight, 

And learn, too late, they grieved it on its way, 

Do not go gentle into that good night. 

Dylan Thomas 
 

It’s easy for me to look at my life as fortunate:  

I’m not oppressed,  

I’m not hungry,  

I’m not bound.  

But that doesn’t mean my relationship with the Lord is only a   

celebration of the good. Because when the light goes out, when 

I am weak, he will be there for me, just as He is there for us all 

when we need Him. 

He is the God of us all, all of the time, no matter where we were 

born or the lives we lead. So don’t spend time grieving the good 

times when things get hard; trust that He is still at your side, 

guiding you through the night and into the dawn of His love.  

His love is yours, and your trust will be repaid a thousand-fold. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Drew Munn,  

St Mark’s, Bordon 
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Monday March 27
th

                                Acts 9 v 1-20 

‘Saul, Saul why do you persecute me?’ These seven words 

changed Saul’s life – forever. He had set out on this particular 

road trip with every intention of persecuting and taking prisoners 

of any who belonged to the Way, yet through this encounter with 

Jesus, he himself would soon become one of those persecuted 

and imprisoned for following Jesus. For three days, he            

experienced what it was like to be in darkness.  

 

A difficult time for Saul, I would imagine. Yet God, by grace, 

would not leave him in the dark. This time was in fact a precious 

gift God had given Saul for re-evaluating and re-assessment. 

Did he want to stay on the unlit road he had just been traveling 

or change lanes and direction onto a road illuminated by a light 

that will never go out? 

 

Lent is a time of reflection and preparation before the celebra-

tions of Easter where the light overcame the darkness.  

 

Yes, it can be a difficult time but it is a precious time for each of 

us to re-evaluate and re-assess the road we are travelling.    

During Lent consider which direction you are heading and if any 

lane changes need to be made. 

 
 
 
 

Vicki Slater,  

St Mark’s Bordon 
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Monday March 20
th

                                2 John 1-13 

 
Even in the earliest years of the Church, there was a struggle 

to strike a balance between holding on to the essentials of the 

past and adapting to the needs of new situations and the   

challenges they present.   

There are many very faithful people who present this as an 

‘either-or’ scenario and want to pigeon-hole people and groups 

according to which side of the line they fall on. However, the 

writer of 2 John makes it clear that the commandment to love 

one another is not a new one, but it does need to be lived-out 

anew each day, and often calls us to find new ways to be 

Christ’s loving presence in our world.   

 
Our Christian love needs to be a dynamic equilibrium that    

always walks according to Christ’s commandment, no matter 

where or with whom our path takes us.   

The equilibrium is consistent fidelity to Christ and the           

dynamism is Christ’s power (Greek ‘dynamis’) constantly at 

work within us. 

 
Lord God,  

send the power of your Son’s Spirit  

into our hearts today,  

so that we may truly be his witnesses in our world. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Father Fergal McGuinness 

Catholic Parish of Haslemere, Hindhead and Chiddingfold 
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Tuesday March 21
st

                            Genesis 29 1-4 

As Jacob travelled into a land and met people new to him so 

we too experience new people, different cultures even if we 

never leave our living rooms!  

The mix of globalisation and connectivity means that at times 

the world may seem more accessible than ever before.  

But what do we do when we have these new and different ex-

periences?  

Do we stop, watch and learn from others to understand their 

perspectives, traditions and heritage or do we impose our own?  

Jacob saw how shepherds gathered their flocks around a well 

and watered them. Jesus is often called the shepherd of us, his 

flock. What did he teach us to sustain us like water from that 

well?  

Lord, 

Help us to remember  

that like many displaced people  

you travelled and spoke with many people,  

often relying on the hospitality of others.  

Help us to show love and care, as you did,  

to those who need it,  

including those who are from different places  

with differing cultures to our own.  

Amen 

 
 
 

Christine Dean  

                                      Beacon Hill United Reformed Church  
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Sunday March 26th                Luke 1: 26-38   

“Hail” said the angel Gabriel. 

Mary was sweeping the floor. 

Busy with daily housework 

Hadn`t heard a knock at the door. 

Stunned by the stranger`s greeting 

She didn`t know what to say. 

Perhaps if she acted normal 

The angel would go away? 

But Gabriel had come with a message 

For the maiden chosen by God 

Going to have a baby? 

It all sounded very odd! 

The angel was most insistent 

It was part of God`s Holy plan. 

The baby`s name would be “Jesus”, 

But didn`t she need a man? 

Then Gabriel answered in wonder 

This child would be “God`s own Son.” 

And Elizabeth too was expecting - 

No longer the barren one! 

She wasn`t told of the worry 

Of a wondering, wayward child 

Who lagged behind in the temple, 

Though usually meek and mild. 

No knowledge of myrrh from the Magi 

Or the pain of the coming years. 

Or warned of the heartfelt anguish 

Of the cross, and the bitter tears. 

She placed her trust in Jehovah  

Not knowing the path to be trod. 

 Simply believing the promise 

Nothing was too hard for God.    

Margaret Thompson,  

                                                                        St Mark’s, Bordon  
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Saturday March 25
th

                        Ephesians 5 : 1-9 
 
These days it is not easy to disassociate ourselves from bad 
language and general coarse behaviour. We see and hear it 
everywhere. Paul asks us to be like children who imitate their 
parents, but us by imitating Christ. 
 
His love for us was so deep that he sacrificed himself that we 
might live. Through this love we should show our love for others. 
We will, in our journey with Christ come into contact with all 
kinds of people, believers and nonbelievers who may need our 
guidance and help. 
 
I remember in a sermon a few years ago the preacher saying ‘in 
the Old testament, God told Jeremiah to “Let this people turn to 
you, but you must not turn to them” We should never lose our 
compassion for people, or not come alongside them in their time 
of need, but we should never compromise on God’s Word.’ 
 
These words really brought this problem into perspective of how 
to help others whoever they might be.  
And I think this was God’s answer to my request. 
Love all whoever they may be, but keep close to God at all times 
in every situation. 
 
Prayer  
Lord, please show us  
how you wish us to help those in need. 
Help us to guide them to you through your love for us. Amen 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Bridget Mitchell  
                                       Beacon Hill United Reformed Church  
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Wednesday March 22
nd

             John 7: 14-31, 37-39 

In this passage at the Jewish feast of the tabernacles we find 

Jesus preaching to the people. The Jews did not understand 

Him and wanted to know how He got such learning without   

having studied. Jesus says however, that they are not his words 

– “it comes from him who sent me”.  

Are we like the crowd and don’t really realise who Jesus is? 

There are some verses I am sure we can understand, such as 

verse 24 where it says “Stop judging by mere appearances, and 

make a right judgment”. Too often it is so easy to jump to       

conclusions before knowing all the facts.  

At verse 37 it says Jesus spoke with a loud voice.  

Was this because He was enthusiastic about what He was     

saying? Or perhaps the crowd were making a lot of noise and 

not paying attention.  

Are we sometimes too noisy and not listening properly to Jesus?  

A prayer for understanding 

Lord Jesus, help us always to listen to you  

and follow your teaching  

for it is with you that we find the truth. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Harris 

                                                     Beacon Hill United Reformed 
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Thursday March 23
rd

                                  Psalm 23 

My earliest memory of this Psalm, is of a friend singing it    

beautifully at school. In its sung version it must be one of the 

most moving & best-loved of all the Psalms. The themes, as  

underscored by the music, are uplifting & optimistic, the         

sentiments trust & gratitude for loving care, substantiated in the 

complete meeting of physical, spiritual & emotional needs. 

But reading the Psalm in the everyday prose of modern       

translations of the Bible set some alarm bells ringing:- 

What of suffering?  

Would this Psalm be said or sung in Aleppo or Caracas? 

How can we be so sure of God's love? 

Doesn't the Psalm have a triumphalist & dark side to it? Some 

commentators suggest that a banquet within sight of enemies & 

anointing with oil refer to Davidic pre-battle rituals. 

In any case, how can the Psalmist's assurance & righteousness 

be related to Lent, a period of self-denial & penitence? 

But Lent is also a period of hope and Psalm 23's restoration of 

the soul.  

Lord, let us consider how the Gospel themes of the Good    

Shepherd and someone caring enough to lay down his life for 

his flock resonate in this Psalm.  

 

 

 

 Hugh Le Fanu 

Beacon Hill United Reformed Church 
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Friday March 24
th

                         I Samuel 15: 19-21
 

Saul, the first king of Israel, failed to learn the lesson that when 

we accept God’s divine rule, place confidence in him and are 

obedient to his word we are blessed and receive divine           

protection. 

As the anointed king he was instructed by God, through Samuel, 

to completely wipe out the wicked Amelekite people. But he did 

not complete the job. He saved their king and brought him back, 

as well as plundering their property and bringing back sheep 

and cattle in order to sacrifice them to God.  

Samuel asked him: ‘Why did you not obey the Lord ..... and do 

evil in the eyes of the Lord?’ Saul protested, but Samuel,        

perceiving him as rebellious and arrogant, told him that sacrifice 

is only acceptable when there is an attitude of obedience and 

devotion to the Lord. Consequently, he was rejected by God as 

king, and was subsequently replaced by David. 

Obedience to God proves our love for him.  We need to obey his 

laws and rules (e.g. the Commandments), do what we are told 

to do in the Bible and model the example set by Jesus, asking 

for forgiveness when we fail. Then we will be free and blessed in 

all that we do. 

Prayer 

Heavenly Father, help me to keep your commandments,  

to be obedient to your word and to know the truth,  

so that I may be set free to be happy,  

contributing to and living in harmony within your wonderful 

world.   

Amen. 

   Jennifer Radford         

                         Beacon Hill United Reformed Church, Hind-


