
Dates for your Diary  

 
 

Minister   Revd Ruth Dillon 01252 625238 

revrdillon@btinternet.com 

Secretary  Christine Dean  

bhurcsecretary@yahoo.co.uk 

March 5th
 10am Sunday worship Revd John Whitton 

March 8th Beacon Hill Elders meeting The Hub 

March 12th
 10am Sunday service Paula Littlewood 

March 14th
 Hub Meeting The Hub 

March 14th
 Quiet Time In Church 

March 18th
 Wessex Synod Poole 

March 19th
 10am Sunday Worship    Meg Nicholson 

March 26th 10am Sunday worship 

Followed by Church meeting 

Revd Ruth Dillon 

      

April 1st
            Spring clean Church 

April 2nd
      10am Sunday worship Revd John Whitton 

April 9th
 10am Sunday worship Revd Ruth Dillon 

April 11th
 Quiet time Church 

April 12th Beacon Hill Elders meeting The Hub 

April 13th
 8pm Maundy Thursday service        St Albans 

April 14th
 10.30 am Good Friday walk St Albans to 

St Anselms 

April 16th
 10am Sunday worship Meg Nicholson 

April 23rdh
 10am Sunday worship 

Followed by Church 

meeting 

Revd Ruth Dillon 

April 30th
 10am Sunday service Paula Littlewood 

Beacon Hill United Reformed Church 

 

The New Messenger 
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Churt Road,  

Beacon Hill, 

Hindhead  

Surrey  GU26 6NL 

Church Telephone :-  01428 606711 

www.beaconhillurc.wordpress.com 

Find us on Facebook  
 

We are a welcoming congregation, showing God’s love to 

all and serving our local community  
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From the Manse…………….……March/April 2017  

 Remember learning to drive?  Even though 

it was over forty years ago since I took my 

driving test, it is well ingrained in my 

memory; the   pre-test nerves, the stupid 

mistakes, the mastering of a new skill and 

then the delight of removing the L plates and being a 

fully-fledged (new) driver.  

Learning is part of the Christian Way too. The tests are 

there along the way, but it is a lifetime exercise. We do 

not drop our Christian L plates. We remain learners for 

life, disciples, followers and pupils of Jesus, learning by 

our successes and mistakes, by the teaching and      

example of others and the discovery of our own gifts 

and talents.  

Two key elements of learning are:   

Listening (and for Christians that w ill mean       

listening to words of the Bible on the one hand and to 

each other and the world on the other). Christian     

Theologian Karl Barth states that we should ‘take our 

Bible and take our newspaper and read both. But 

interpret newspapers from our Bible’.  

Practice (trying things out, putting into practice 

the teaching of Jesus, turning words into action). Lent 

begins on Wednesday 1st March, a time in the church’s 

life when we focus on discipleship as we move towards 

the great Easter celebration on April 16th, where the 

‘Jesus of History’ becomes the ‘Christ of Faith’. 

This year, in preparation for Lent, eight churches in the 

South West Surrey Area (including Beacon Hill) have 

been reflecting on the Lenten theme of ‘The  

work. The persecuted Christians especially need our 

prayers for strength, courage and protection. 

Ideally, ‘Open Doors’ would like churches to consider 
becoming a ‘Partner Church’ so that they can provide 
that church with resources and contacts that will enable 
the whole congregation to get involved.  [We are so  
fortunate that we are not imprisoned and tortured for 
revealing and living out our faith in public.] One Muslim 
convert said: ‘I saw how lives were changed when   
people started living with God and that’s the most  
beautiful thing I could wish for’.  
 
If you would like to learn more about the work being 
done to help persecuted Christians and about the      
history of ‘Open Doors’ see: www.opendoorsuk.org/ 

 
 Jennifer Radford 

LIFE – by Mother Theresa 

Life is an opportunity, benefit from it. 

Life is beauty, admire it. 

Life is a dream, realize it. 

Life is a challenge, meet it. 

Life is a duty, complete it. 

Life is a game, play it. 

Life is a promise, fulfil it. 

Life is sorrow, overcome it. 

Life is a song, sing it. 

Life is a struggle, accept it. 

Life is a tragedy, confront it. 

Life is an adventure, dare it. 

Life is luck, make it. 

Life is too precious, do not destroy it. 



politicians and other influential people and organisa-
tions, as more and more atrocities are committed 
against our Christian brothers and sisters.  We have 
much to learn from their devotion as disciples of Jesus. 
 
Despite all this, ‘Open Doors’ field workers and partners 

are seeing a great move of God among Muslim people.  

Some are discovering the gospel on-line, where there 

are discipleship courses (supported by ‘Open Doors’), 

teaching the foundations of Christianity from the Bible. 

Through the Internet they can also make contact with 

other Christians in their region of the world.  However, 

new believers may face attack and rejection by their 

families and the communities in which they live, they 

may be arrested by the state and may even face death, 

if their new faith is discovered. Members of their own 

families are likely to oppose them and worse, may     

reject them, or worse still kill them. It can be a lonely 

life for the converts, needing to keep their faith a secret 

and not having other believers to talk to, or written  

materials available to them to help with their spiritual 

growth. Where it is possible the field workers and their 

partner organisations support believers, so that they 

know they are not forgotten, and help them with     

training, Christian literature, socio-economic develop-

ment projects and advocacy support.  However, funds 

are needed to pay for administrative staff; raising 

awareness and encouraging prayer; training Christians 

and church leaders, including training in trauma      

counselling; legal support and advocacy; providing     

Bibles and Christian literature; sustaining lives; and 

supporting livelihoods (such as short-term, emergency 

support for displaced families).  In all this the staff and 

field workers need our prayers to support them in their  

Homecoming’. When we have been on a ‘spiritual 

journey’ we first listen to the Holy Spirit deep within 

us, guiding and giving wisdom and discernment when 

we most need it; a small, steady voice that grows    

during worship, prayer and ‘tuning into God’. 

Secondly, we practice everything Jesus has taught us, 

that is to love and care for one another, and to live in 

fellowship with God, each other and the world we lived 

in.      

There’s a prayer from the Iona community that prays 

for ‘those who need to forget the God they do not 

believe in and meet the God who believes in 

them.’  

That is the God Jesus shows through his story telling, 

his words and actions, his sacrifice on a cross and   

victory over death, his presence here and now. He is 

the good Saviour; he is also the great Teacher,     

pointing us in the right direction and enabling us to 

truly live life.  

So wherever we are on the Christian journey, let’s    

remain learners, listening and practicing, growing in 

confidence in the One who gives and teaches us life 

Easter prayer 

Easter God  

who raised your son Jesus to be the Christ of faith, 

May we who are your faithful followers,  

follow you more nearly,  

Listen to the Spirt more clearly, day by day  

Amen                                 Easter blessings to you all                                                         
                                           Ruth   



Quiet Time   
The monthly Prayer group will meet on the following dates at 

2.30pm in the Church at Beacon Hill 

               Tuesday  14
th
 March    

               Tuesday 11
th
 April  

 

Come and join us for 30mins of quiet meditation and prayer  
followed by a cup of tea.   
 

The WESSEX Synod News  
 

THE BIG SING 
John Bell – the hymn writer and broadcaster from the Iona 
Community – will be leading a Big Sing at Wesley Memorial 
Church, Oxford on Saturday 25 March, 7.30 – 9.30. This will 
be an inspiring opportunity to sing some wonderful songs in 
harmony – though no particular singing expertise is needed. 
Tickets are £7.50 (£5.00 for students and under 18s), and 
are available from Tickets Oxford or on the door 
 

Lent Quiet Day ( date change ) 
Lent Quiet Day on  

Saturday 5th May 10-4pm.  

  

On Saturday 5th May 2017 will be the 

Ecumenical Quiet day.  

The Theme is ‘The Homecoming’, 

and will be  

10am-4pm Cost £10. Lunch included.  

Please see Hub or messenger for further details. The 
Lent Quiet Day is an opportunity for people to relax, 
paint, read or just to sit and be in a sacred space and 
meditate on being in the presence of God during the 
period of Lent.      

PERSECUTED CHRISTIANS 
 

How many of us would stand up and state that we are a 
Christian in a situation where we know that being a 
Christian might cause us to be locked up, tortured or 
even killed? 
 
There are many parts of the world where due to        
extreme governments or fanatical groups of extremists, 
Christians are increasingly having to hide their faith, to 
worship with others in secret, to hide their Bible (if they 
are fortunate enough to have one) and anything else, 
such as a prayer book or a personal cross, which might 
reveal their belief in Jesus Christ as their Saviour.     
Religious extremism is rife around the world, not only in 
the Middle East.  For the 15th year North Korea remains 
the most dangerous place to follow Jesus. Believers in 
Bangladesh have been facing death threats and assaults 
amidst rising Islamic intolerance. Christians in Nigeria 
have been undergoing ‘an ethnic/religious cleansing, 
with features of genocide’ – hundreds of people have 
been killed and injured, dozens of churches, houses and 
shops have been destroyed and thousands have been 
forced to flee their homes. 
 
The persecuted church family is currently facing more 

challenges than ever before.  The charity ‘Open Doors’ 

has served persecuted Christians for over 60 years and 

every year produces  a ‘World Watch List’ – a list     

ranking the 50 countries where Christians face the fierc-

est persecution. The 2016 List showed that persecution 

is on the rise, both in terms of the number of places 

where it is happening and the severity of the            

persecution against Christians.  At present the ‘Open 

Doors’ Field Teams are struggling to meet these     

growing needs and need as many people as possible in 

the church in the West to speak out to politicians and  

https://www.ticketsoxford.com/whats-on/all-shows/the-big-sing-with-john-bell/4684


And there is no icing on a Hot Cross Bun – there doesn’t 
need to be. The Cross, with its spices and fruit, is all 
that is needed. 
Let’s celebrate Good Friday and Easter Day by recover-
ing the meaning of our Christian symbolism. Let those 
symbols carry the Christian story into following genera-
tions. We can only do that if we teach the meaning of 
the symbols that young people see every day in the  
supermarkets.  
 

Minister’s comings and goings  
Annual leave Friday 10th March – Monday 13th March     

Course. Brexit and Rural church communities 30th       

                                                                      March  

Annual leave 26th April – 3rd May  

 

The United Reformed Church  
Daily Devotions on-line  
Please note: a new series of daily readings and reflec-
tions via email will be offered by the United Reformed 
Church nationally. 
  
If you would like to subscribe to the new URC service by 
completing the online subscription form at http://
tinyurl.com/URCDailyDevotions 

Duty Elders  

 

March April 

5th  Hugh Le Fanu 2nd  John Harris 

12th Jenny Radford 9th  Michael Orchard 

19th John Harris 16th  Hugh Le Fanu 

26th  Christine Dean 23rd Christine Dean 

  30th Jenny Radford 

Prayer of the month 
William Harvey, who died on April 1st in 
1578, was a doctor in London. He is        
recognised as having been the first to      
discover that blood circulates around the 
body, pumped by the beat of the heart.  
 
 Our prayer today has been used by some 

people with heart problems. The prayer refers to the 
“pounding of the heart”, and the need for us all to slow 
down and appreciate what is around us:  
 
Let us pray:  
Slow me down, Lord!  
Ease the pounding of my heart by the quietening and    
calming of my mind. Break the tensions of my nerves and     
muscles  
with the soothing music of the singing streams that live in 
my memory. Give me, amidst the confusion of the day,  
he calmness of the everlasting hills.  
Steady my hurried pace  
with a vision of your eternal reach of time,  
and restore and heal me in the hours of sleep.  
 
Teach me the art of appreciating what is ordinary:  
of slowing down to look at and become  
more aware of the beauty around me;  
to take time to be with others,  
to sit and enjoy music or a good book –  
to give myself time for myself.  
 
Remind me each day of the fable of the hare and the        
tortoise, 
that I may know that the race is not always to the swift;  
that there is more to life than increasing its speed.  
Let me look upwards into the branches of the towering tree 
and know that they grew great and strong  

http://metropolitanchurch.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3546eacfecb20036d5679ebcc&id=c8eca25d2e&e=5a2578bf65
http://metropolitanchurch.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3546eacfecb20036d5679ebcc&id=c8eca25d2e&e=5a2578bf65


because they grew slowly and well.  
Slow me down, Lord, and inspire me to send my roots 
deep into the soil of life’s enduring values.  
Slow me down, Lord, that I may grow true and well in 

your light. Amen  

The Big Day Out” – a Joint Synod Day  
 Put the date – Saturday 1

st
 

July 2017 – in your diary 
now!  
 
Who is the Big Day Out 
for? 
It is for everyone in the URC 
Church family in the Wessex 
and South Western Synod 
areas.  
 

We will be discussing this at a Church meeting. 
 
 If you would like to attend, Please speak to Hugh Le Fanu  

 Area Prayers  

This ecumenical Group meets 12.30- 1pm on the first Tuesday 
of each month to pray for the churches in the Haslemere Area. 

Each month we pray in a different church, giving priority in our 
prayers to the needs of that congregation. 

Would you consider joining this group and sharing in our minis-
try to the churches of Christ in this area? 

For Further detail please contact Jenny Radford 

or the Group Facilitator  Michael Clark Tel 01428 

652368  Email : michaelatbethany@gmail.com 

The Hot Cross Bun  
 
The hot cross bun has had a bad press in recent years. 
Banned from some schools in the UK because of its 
Christian associations, and sold all year round in        
supermarkets, many shoppers are not aware of its      
origins. It was traditionally baked on Good Friday from 
the same flour used for the Communion bread. It was 
said that buns baked on Good Friday would never go 
mouldy!  
The Hot Cross Bun is special, because its history in this 
country goes back many hundreds of years. It may have 
been used as a Pagan celebration cake before a person 
was baptised, but it has been a Christian symbol for 
hundreds of years. And that symbolism is useful as a 
way of telling the story of Easter. 
 
The bun itself is the same shape as the stone that was 
rolled away from the tomb. Its shape can symbolize 
new beginnings, new hope, forgiveness and restoration. 
And when you eat it, it tastes really nice. But just like 
the empty tomb, without the special ingredients it would 
taste just like any other bun.  
So how is it different from other buns?  
 
The most noticeable thing is that it is marked by the 
Cross. And of course, you can’t have the resurrection 
without the Cross. Giving ourselves for God is at the 
heart of what Christianity is about. It may only start in 
small ways - a phone call to someone you know needs 
to hear a friendly voice or sending a note to say you are 
thinking of them in a difficult time – but it leaves a   
wonderful taste.   
And the spices? They represent the spices with which 
Jesus was buried. They can also represent the special 
character of someone who decides to follow Jesus. Jesus 
compared the Christian life to salt, which brings out the 
flavour of other things. The fruit represents the natural 
result of following Jesus.  


