
Dates for your Diary  

 

March 6th 10am Sunday worship Rev John Whitton  

  8th Prayer and Healing Service   

March 13th 10am Sunday worship Paula Littlewood 

  16th Elders meeting 7.30pm   

           19th SYNOD   

March 20th 10am Sunday Worship Revd John Whitton 

            25th 12.30 Good Friday service Revd Ruth Dillon  

March 27th 

Easter day 

8.30am Easter Breakfast  

10am Sunday worship 

Revd Ruth Dillon 

      

   April  2nd SPRING CLEAN   

April 3rd 10am Sunday Worship Revd John Whitton   

          5th 2.pm Film Club   

     April 10th 10am Sunday worship Revd Ruth Dillon 

   12 2pm Prayer &blessing Service   

               13 Elders meeting 7.30pm   

April 17th  10am Sunday worship Julie Young  

April 24th 10am Sunday Worship Revd Ruth Dillon 
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Hindhead  

Surrey  GU26 6NL 

Telephone :-  01428 606711 
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                           Find us on Facebook  

We are a welcoming congregation, showing God’s love to 

all and serving our local community  



From the Manse…………………..…March/April 

2016  

Dear Friends,  

Memory’ is a fascinating concept. Some of 

us have sharp clear recollections of events, 

and others need a word or smell to prompt 

a recall.  

Personally speaking, I veer to the latter and I need a 

trigger to enable me to remember certain facts. It 

made me wonder about the gospel stories and verses 

older people remember as young children, and also my 

time nursing on ‘Elderly Care’ or ‘Geriatric’ wards. 

In my ministerial training, many years ago I used to 
conduct communion in a residential/ nursing home for 
the Elderly. Some residents had very clear recall and 
could remember me from the previous month, however 
others just sat in a chair not communicating with      
anyone. It was a sad time, however each month we 
went, I did glimpse miracles. I would sit next to a   
person and start reading a Psalm, usually Psalm 23, 
and slowly their mouth would move and quietly say the 
verses. Then I would slowly say the Lord’s Prayer, and 
the person would gently close their eyes. As we       
approached communion, each person seemed to sense 
that it was sacred, special, and remained still. It was a 
very spiritual experience for me and for the staff and 
relatives who were present. 

This year, Beacon Hill United Reformed Church will be 
working towards being a Dementia Friendly Church, 
and Viv Gale, who is a ‘Dementia Champion’ will be 
coming to a church meeting  and assisting us how to 
be ‘Dementia Aware’ and help people who live with  
Dementia.  

And Finally ….. What Will God Ask? 

God won't ask what kind of fancy car you drove.  
He will ask how many people you took to church who didn't 
have transportation.  
God won't ask you what your highest salary was.  
He will ask if you trampled over any people to obtain that       
salary.  
God won't ask how much overtime you worked.  
He will ask if you worked overtime for your family.  
God won't ask how many promotions you received. 
He will ask what you did to promote others.  
God won't ask what your job title was.  
He will ask if you performed your job to the best of your ability.  
 
God won't ask how many degrees you had.  
He will ask how many people you thanked for helping  
you get those degrees.  
God won't ask what your parents did to help you.  
He will ask what you did to help your parents.  
God won't ask what you did to help yourself.  
He will ask what you did to help others.  
God won't ask how many friends you had.  
He will ask how many people you were a friend to.  
God won't ask what you did to protect your rights.  
He will ask you what you did to protect the rights of others.  
God won't ask what neighbourhood you lived in.  
He will ask how many other neighbourhoods you visited.  
God won't ask how many times you told the truth.  
He will ask how many times you told a lie.  
God won't ask about the colour of your skin.  
He will ask about the colour of your heart.  
God won't ask how many times your deeds matched your 
words.  
He will ask how many times they didn't.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Duty Elders  for March/ April  

 

March April 

6th                 Hugh Le Fanu 3rd        Michael Orchard 

13th          John Harris 10th      Christine Dean 

20th         Christine Dean 17th      Jenny Radford 

27th          Jenny Radford 24th      Hugh Le Fanu 

Words to Find: Sychar Bethlehem Caesarea 

Cana Bethphage Jericho Sarepta 

Nazareth Bethany Bethsaida   

Nain Jerusalem Capernaum  

Long ago the writers of the gospel stories would 

tell stories of Jesus to crowds of people, a variety 

of age, and abilities. I wonder which stories they 

enjoyed hearing? Which ones were favourites in 

telling the essence and character of Jesus? I      

imagine some stories have been lost yet in the 

midst of time and memory.   Yet it is these same 

stories which have sustained us throughout the 

centuries and through our lives.  

We all hold onto a story or verse that means 

something special to us. I have two. My first is 

from Micah 6;8 ‘What does the Lord require of 

you? To love mercy, act justly and walk humbly 

with your God.’ My second is from John 4 and the 

story of the woman at the well, which for me 

holds, richness and inclusivity hand in hand, and 

every time I read it I get a fresh insight into the 

nature of God. 

What is yours? 

Maybe over the coming months you could share 

your favourite Bible story with someone, and recall 

the memory of how God has been working in your 

life. 

 I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their 

hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.  

                                                            Jeremiah 31:33  
Every Blessing   
Ruth    



What is Prayer? 
Over our lifetime, we can be amazed at how prayer can be     

answered, although often it is in the way we least expect it. 

Prayer is something of a mystery. We don’t know exactly how it 

works, but in faith we pray. Here are some helpful hints and tips 

on prayer 

 Prayer is the means by which we can deepen our           

relationship with God. It is like a telephone line, and 
when we pick up the phone we have a one-way trunk call 
to God. 

 

Prayer is not just talking to God about people or situations for 
which we have concern; we also need to give God time to 
speak to us … and that means we need to listen as well. 

 

 Prayers can be said anytime during the day or night…
whatever you are doing. 

 

 If it is helpful, praying can be done alone quietly in a room, 
or as a group. 

 

 I doesn’t matter too much about the quantity of people 
praying, but what does matter is the quality of prayer 
… ..it needs to come from the heart. 

 

If we are serious about our relationship with God then we must 

be serious about prayer.  

Sometimes we may know individuals who cannot pray because 
they are bereaved, depressed, or ill. It is up to us as disciples of 
Jesus, to pray for them on their behalf. We should pray for God 
to bless them and give them strength and an inner peace. 
Please come and enjoy the peace and stillness of the 

monthly Prayer service, followed by a short blessing with 

oils.    

AGAPE BREAKFAST – EASTER SUNDAY, 27th March 
  
Kathy Lefanu has very kindly agreed to stimulate us all again 
this year at an Agape Breakfast on Easter Sunday 
morning, 27th March. Please sign the list and join us for a very 
simple meal and hear Kathy’s interpretation of 
what it must have felt like on the first Easter morning following 
Christ’s death upon the cross. This year, Easter 
day happens to be the morning when we’ve all moved our 
clocks forward one hour, so it will be an early start for 
you but well worth it. Make sure you arrive in good time for 
an 8.30 am start. This gives us time to eat a 
simple meal, clear up and be tidy ready for Ruth’s Easter    
morning service at 10 am as usual. 
  
Congratulations to Maureen and Frank Graffham, who               
celebrated their 66th wedding anniversary on 11th February. 
Not wishing to be left out of this wonderful achievement was 
their ninth great-grandchild, Henry George, who made 
his appearance on 3rd February. Well done and best wishes    

to the whole family  

 

AN ODE TO RAIN 
  
The rain, it raineth every day 
On just and unjust fellows. 
The just they always get the wettest 
Because the unjust pinched the just’s umbrellas! 
  
Peter Crane (Petersfield URC) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REFORM 
  
 
The URC monthly magazine, Reform, is now available as a    
digital magazine that you can read on a tablet, 
smartphone or computer. If you already subscribe to the printed 
edition, this new digital edition will only 
cost you an extra £6. If you’d like to start subscribing to Reform 
magazine, the printed edition is £25 
per year, or just £18 for the digital only edition. Please speak to 
Sybil if you would to subscribe to either 
version of Reform. 
 
 
WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER – 4th March 
  
Women’s World Day of Prayer this year is being held at the  
Haslemere Methodist Church, starting at 10.30 am 
on Friday, 4th March. Coffee will be served from 10 am. The 
speaker will be Rev. Marian Warren. This year 
the service has been prepared by Christian women of Cuba   
and the theme is ‘Receive Children, Receive Me’.  
This service has been translated into more than 60 languages 
and is being used as the sun circulates the world. 
Our own Jenny Radford will probably be in her bed in New    
Zealand having already attended this service 
several hours before we starts ours in Haslemere. A link across 
the world but all praying for the Cuban people. 
Everyone is welcome to join us, men as well at 10.30 am,       
Friday 4th March at Haslemere Methodist Church. 
 
 

 

Sybil’s Musings  
Prayer of the month  
 
Today many people use a word-processor to produce letters, 

essays and documents. If we lose what we’ve produced, we can 

always create another copy from the computer disc. Photocopi-

ers, too, are used to provide back-up copies.  

Many of the world’s great writers such as Shakespeare had no 

easy way of copying or even altering texts - nor did the great 

scientist, Sir Isaac Newton, who died on March 20
th
 1727.  

Isaac Newton worked hard and spent some years producing a 

book. When it was almost finished, he put all his handwritten 

pages into one pile, and then left the room to get something to 

eat. After a while he began to smell burning. Rushing back into 

the room, he saw that his faithful dog, Diamond, had knocked 

over the candle beside which Newton had been working. Most 

of the pages of his book were destroyed. What did Newton do? 

He simply patted his dog, and said: “Diamond, you don’t know 

what trouble you’ve caused me, but you know no better.” The 

following day he started the long process of writing his book all 

over again.  

Let us pray:  

Lord, I pray for gifts and talents  

that will help me and other people.  

As I pray for these gifts I know, too,  

that I will need to work hard at developing them –  

to become more patient, -  

to grow in wisdom, -  

and to be faithful in friendship.  

May I be as faithful to others as you are to me….. Amen 



The Calais Jungle 

I 've been helping at the refugee camp in 

Calais for nearly three weeks, and I'm 

going back this week.  I've been working 

with a small French charity called       

Auberge des Migrants ('hostel for mi-

grants') that receives non-food donations (such as clothes, tents 

and cooking equipment), sorts these donations in a warehouse, 

and then distributes them in the camp.  

We have been inundated with donations from the UK, and the 

current limiting factor is having enough volunteers and vans to 

distribute donations. Many people bring donations without first 

checking what is needed, and we have been sending back a lot 

of stuff to preserve warehouse space and volunteers' time for 

urgently required items.  

The Calais 'Jungle' is basically an African slum. Everyone lives 
in tents or slightly more permanent structures made from wood 
and tarpaulins. There is a lot of people, 5000 perhaps but no 
one really knows, living in far too small a space. There are     
portaloos but they are often broken and people are forced to  
use the edge of the camp. There is running water but the pipes 
installed by the council are rubbish and there is reportedly E coli 
in the water.  95% of the Jungle's inhabitants are men, mostly 
young.  

I've met 15 year olds who have 
made the journey on their own. I 
don't know the exact proportions but 
I estimate that 50% of the refugees 
are African, mainly from Sudan but 
some from Eritrea and Ethiopia;      
and 50%  

 The Elders are wanting suggestions where we could go for 

a church day out. Please speak to Hugh Le Fanu if you 

have ideas. The date has still to be arranged  

 The 2016 Annual Prayer Diary is available with this 

month’s Messenger.   

The Hub News  

Come and support The Hub 9am-12noon Monday – Friday.  

Loyalty card available.  

Ecumenical News  

 Beacon Hill are seeking to have a community day on    

June 11
th
 to celebrate Queen Elizabeth’s 90

th
 birthday 

Please keep this date free. 

 Lent devotional booklet is available, if you require a 

copy to give to a friend, then please see Ruth. 

 Good Friday. After a short 12 noon service at St        

Albans, a walk to Beacon Hill URC, followed by a short act 

of worship.  

 

Quiz Answers  
(from the question in the previous magazine) 
  
1. Peter 
2. James and John 
3. Nathanael 
4. Thomas 
5. Matthew 
6. Jude 
7. Simon 
8. John (the elder) and James (the younger, the less) 
9. James and John 
10. Andrew 



 

 

Family News 

Sad News : Michael Laird, of Pine Bank, Hindhead, who 

used to be brought to our church by his wife Katharine, died last 

week at the Leonard Cheshire Home in Milford. 

Good news and Congratulations:  

Maria Louise Lloyd has just announced her engagement 

to Bradley Belbeck, of the Irish Guards. We send them our 

Congratulations and wish them a happy life together! 

Enar Salvador, Nenita Jopson’s son, is back home from 

the USA for a short while. He has gained a place at the     

University of Hawaii and hopes to start there in August.    

Congratulations to him too!  

Maureen & Frank Graffham will celebrate their 65
th
     

Wedding Anniversary on Thursday - 11
th
 February !         

Congratulations on achieving such a long marriage! 

Prayers for  

     The staff and children at Beacon Hill Community School.    

     Those who live with mental illness 

      

Church News  

 A Talk will be given soon about becoming a ‘Dementia 

friend’. Viv Gale will be coming to tell us how to be De-

mentia Aware’….. Watch out for the date in the church    

notices  

News Corner  

 

are Arab, from Iraq, Afghanistan and a small but increasing    

proportion from Syria. Many of them are well educated; I have 

met engineers and architects. Most of them are very peaceful 

and friendly; I am always being asked to join for dinner.  

To get to the UK, they mostly try to jump on Eurostar trains as 

they slow down while going round a corner. It is very dangerous 

but there is less chance of getting caught than in lorries heading 

into the ferries. Many of them die by getting electrocuted on the 

train tracks - I reckon there is at least a death a week - but you 

hear of people successfully entering England using the trains. 

They walk two hours from the camp to the train-jumping area 

and usually end up walking back again because they are        

unsuccessful. They leave in the middle of the night and return in 

the early hours. I've met people who try this almost every night.  

Why do the refugees want to get to the UK? It's often hard to   

decipher exact reasons, but I do know that many of them have 

family here and many of them speak English better than other 

European languages.  

Request  
Please pray for the ongoing work in Calais, for the workers , the         
refugees and organizations who bring hope in a desperate situation.  

 

Philip Le Fanu 

 Annual Leave. 

Ruth, our minister will be on Annual leave from  

Wednesday 9th March - Tuesday 16th March ( inclusive) 



Fond Memories of the  

Rev Hugh Kember:- Haslemere 1950-54 
 

from Michael Orchard  

 
The Rev Hugh Kember entered my life while I was still a young 

child in 1950. He took over from Rev George Cave, who chris-

tened me and had moved on to a new church. 

Hugh arrived in Haslemere in his early –mid-twenties, fresh from 

New College London. He was the new minister of the Has-

lemere Congregational Church, later to become a URC Church. 

Hugh and his wife Mary soon endeared themselves to the 

Church family. He was not affluent, his only transport was a bi-

cycle. 

 
Around this time, I entered the old Guildford Hospital, Children’s 

Ward, to have a squint in my eyes corrected. The hospital was 

on a very steep hill behind the railway station, the present hospi-

tal was still a grassy hillside. In those days, parents and friends 

were only allowed to visit for a set hour in the evening. Hugh be-

ing a Church Minister could come any time. Every afternoon, he 

would cycle to Haslemere station and catch the train to visit me. 

I could not see him because I was blindfolded. He used to sit on 

the chair at the side of my bed, hold my hand, feed me grapes 

and read me stories. This left a great impression on me, that he 

would take so much care over a small insignificant child, I have 

never forgotten it. 

 
During his time at Haslemere his baby son, Michael died of cot 

death one Saturday night. Because of my age, I did not appreci-

ate the enormity of this tragic event. My father often reminded  

me how much he admired him for managing to conduct the 

Sunday service after such a tragic event. Michael was buried 

in the Church Yard opposite St Bartholomew’s Church in Has-

lemere, a simple inscribed memorial stone marks his final 

resting place. In 1954, Hugh decided to move to a new church 

in Northern Ireland. A presentation was made to him on his 

last Sunday by Mr Jack Chalfont, the Church Secretary.  

 
However this was not the last I heard or saw of Hugh. I was 

privileged to represent the Haslemere Church at his retire-

ment party from his last church at Bookham URC. 

On this occasion I met his new wife, as Marty having passed 

away some years earlier. He did remember reading to me in 

Hospital and his new wife told me he was still a good reader! 

 
Rev Hugh Kember of cancer on 2

nd
 December 2015, in 

Cranbook, Kent.  

Hugh now resides with the Lord.  

May he rest in peace and rise in Glory  

 

Monthly Prayer and Healing   
The monthly Prayer group will meet on the following dates at 

2.30pm in the Church at Beacon Hill 

                           Tuesday 8
th
 March    

                           Tuesday 12
th
 April  

Come and join us for 30mins of quiet meditation and prayer 
followed by a cup pf tea.   


